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"With Bank of England independence, tough 
decisions on inflation, new fiscal rules, and hard 
public spending controls, we today in our country 
have economic stability, not boom and bust.” 
             Gordon Brown, 2002 speech to the 
    TGWU conference. 
 



“The centre of politics has shifted…. The neoliberal thinking 
that has dominated the industrial world for nearly 30 years 
has led to a financial crisis, which in turn caused the global 
downturn…. Clearly, there can be no turning back to the 
failed and discredited politics of old. Instead, we need to use 
this time of emergency to aim for a different future and to 
get there by different means…. this is not a crisis of 
capitalism, but a crisis of a society and democracy that have 
failed to regulate the market.” 
 

Neal Lawson & John Harris, New Statesman 9 March 2009 
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“the Western model of 
economic liberalism, 
democracy, and secularism, 
which many assumed to be 
inevitable, may lose its luster”.  

US National Intelligence Council (2008), 
Global Trends 2025: A Transformed World   



“Many of the problems our economy faces are the 
result of the use of misguided models. Unfortunately, 
too many [economic policy-makers] took the overly 
simplistic models of courses in the principles of 
economics (which typically assume perfect information) 
and assumed they could use them as a basis for 
economic policy… We need a new balance between 
market and government.”  
  Joseph Stiglitz, New Statesman 16 October 2008 
 



“Time and again, Americans have risen to 
meet and to shape moments of change. This 
is one of those moments--an era of economic 
transformation and individual 
empowerment; of ancient hatreds and new 
dangers; of emerging powers and new global 
challenges.” 
  President Obama, speech at  
  West Point Military Academy, 2010  
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Mining diffuse 
information 

K. Leetaru, First Monday  
  16, 9 (2011). 



Networks of interdependence create 
cascades, crises and systemic failure 

e.g. 
D. Helbing & S. Balietti, S. Eur. Phys. J. Special Topics 195, 3-68 (2011). 
A.-L. Barabási, IEEE Control Syst. Mag. 27(4), 33-42 (2007). 
A. Vespignani, Nature 464, 984-985 (2010). (2010). 
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Modelling armed conflict 

GeoSim 
e.g. L.-E. Cederman & L. 
Giradin, paper prepared for 
the Ann. Mtg of the Am. 
Polit. Sci. Assoc., 2007. 
 

M. Kress, Science 336, 865 (2012) 



R. Bhavnani et al., submitted (2012) 

Does segregation 
promote or reduce 
conflict? 
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